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Accordion Record to be Approved in Winter 

When Anssi K. Laitinen, a musician from Kuopio, played accordion for 40 hours, 3 

minutes and 10 seconds last week, the time seemed stunningly long.  

That is, however, only a blink of an eye when compared to the time it will take to 

make the Guinness World Record official. 

- I have now personally checked the records drawn up by each of the 31 official 

witnesses and confirmed two critical issues from the videos. Everything seems to 

have happened according to the Guinness rules, says Laitinen. 

He has sent the documentation to a professional translator who will translate the 

Finnish records and reports in English. The video documentation and the required 

still photos are also being prepared. 

- I will also prepare a Cover Letter, and then the required documentation will be 

ready for Guinness office in London, says Laitinen. 

It has been estimated that the office will process the documentation for three to 

four months. 

So we should receive the official approval for the World Record somewhere 

between November and December. Then Kuopio will be mentioned in the official 

Guinness World Record website and in printed books all over the world. 

In addition to the misician and the audience, the world record attempt in longest 

marathon playing accordion required the contribution of six supervisors, a 

photographer, a massage therapist and 31 official witnesses. 

- My role was the easiest one; I started to play after a countdown and finished when 

permitted. 

During the 40 hours plus some Laitinen played 610 different pieces and broke the 

old record by a margin of nearly eight hours. 



 


